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Introduction
The Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) was first confirmed in Lagos, Nigeria, on 20th July 2014. It became reported in Nigeria after the arrival by plane of an infected Liberian man. The life of those living in Lagos, which is a highly populated city in Nigeria, was therefore at risk of contracting the deadly disease. However, the Lagos State Government along with other stakeholders worked handy by implementing measures that helped control the spread of the disease. Currently, Lagos and Nigeria at large has no new cases of Ebola Virus Diseases and the government has well-repurposed technologies and infrastructures which are crucial in responding to the disease. 
i. Background
The 2014 Ebola Virus disease outbreak in Lagos state is still unprecedented in terms of the number of cases, deaths as well as geographic scope. The infected Liberian man who arrived in Lagos was confirmed to possess the Ebola Virus Disease when he became admitted within a private health facility. The Liberian infected others within the Lagos International Airport as well as in the private hospital. Over 19 laboratory-confirmed Ebola Virus Disease cases were reported in Lagos State and neighboring Rivers State also verified two cases of Ebola Virus Disease (Akaninyene et al., 2017). Public health measures were swiftly implemented and they were sufficient in mitigating the spread of Ebola Virus Disease. The exploratory formative research intricately examines the incidents that occurred of the Ebola crisis of 2014 that occurred in Lagos, Nigeria. 
ii. Significance 
The research explains the strong leadership showcased by the Lagos State government in conjunction with other relevant stakeholders helped control the escalation of the EVD cases in Lagos and the country at large. 
Methods
The research became implemented using key informant in-depth interviews encompassing 15 stakeholders in Lagos as well as a team of four interviewers. Face-to-face interviews were conducted within different respondents’ offices. Also, some of the interviews were conducted through the telephone. 
Literature Review
Muhammad (2016) noted that the Lagos State Government set up an Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) to respond to the outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease. EOC comprised six separate units and the response to the disease was classified in primary, secondary as well as tertiary measures. Primary prevention of the disease was conducted when the Lagos State Government had conducted an extensive community enlightenment campaigns before the onset of the EVD outbreak (Muhammad, 2016). This was pivotally important in educating people about preventive measures they should employ when there is an outbreak of deadly diseases. 
The Nigerian government quashed the spreading of Ebola Virus Disease through implementation of public health measures. World Health Organization commended the Nigerian government for its strong leadership as well as effective coordination of the response strategies to have played a critical role in forestalling the spread of the Ebola Virus Disease (World Health Organization, 2014). Nigeria success in curtailing the spread of Ebola Virus Disease is attributed to various response strategies it put in place. Foremost, it ensured fast as well as thorough tracing of every potential contact. Secondly, health institutions moved with speed to ensure rapid isolation of every potentially infectious contact.
Uzoma (2015) opined that media played a critical role in the dissemination of information during the EVD outbreak. Social media instruments such as mobile phones alongside other means of communication were used by people to pass information. Health providers used social media platforms such as Twitter, YouTube and Facebook to know the concerns of the citizens and in the process of tracing of potentially infected contacts. Also, the media houses went forth to Lagos State to get the most accurate information concerning the outbreak of EVD and shared it with Nigerian citizens. 
Theoretical Framework Policy
The Nigerian government had been wary of potential outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease and it designed myriad interventions to help respond towards the disease. Foremost, it utilized social media platforms for the dissemination of information (Althaus et al., 2015). The use of social media instruments enhanced the dissemination of information concerning the outbreak of EVD compelling citizens to follow the outlined preventive measures such as hand washing. 
Recommendations
The Nigerian government employed strong leadership to install various response strategies which made the EVD outbreak to be overcame within the shortest time. Nonetheless, there were certain bottlenecks experienced in the management approaches utilized in forestalling it spread. Hence the following recommendations will be significant in ensuring that the drawbacks can be met in future outbreaks of the Ebola Virus Disease.
a. Early Screening
The Nigerian government should have initiated a regular screening process as part of its surveillance in high risk areas such as the ports, airports as well as land borders before the discovery of the first case since the virus outbreak was known to have catastrophic outcome in other West African countries (Muhammad, 2016). 
b. Health Education
The government should consider ensuring that awareness campaign regarding infectious control measures like washing of hands are done on continuous basis even when the time there is no EVD outbreak (Shuaib et al., 2014). The media such as radio, television programs and billboards can be used to procure education of people regarding preventive measures of the outbreak of the disease in future.  
Discussion
The outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease in West Africa resulted in numerous deaths ever as compared to the combination of the preceding 25 Ebola epidemics. The fast spreading of EVD in West Africa was attributed to lack of enough infectious disease surveillance capacity. However, Nigeria rapidly controlled the spreading of Ebola Virus Disease due to early detection of the index, all-inclusive contact tracing measures, as well as isolation and treatment linked to secondary cases (Akaninyene et al., 2017). The Lagos State Government in conjunction with the Federal Ministry of Health offered the crucial leadership to contain EVD outbreak. The EOC coordinated incident management approach and the private sector along with international community provided instrumental support that ensured the fight to forestall the Ebola Virus Disease was properly harnessed. Social mobilization utilizing multimodial strategies was effective in the containment and control of the disease from spreading further. Dissemination of educational materials through social media networks like Twitter, WhatsApp and Facebook were effective and World Health Organization acknowledged the impact of social media among Nigerians to have contributed to rapid responses (Gidado et al., 2015). 
Even though Nigeria responded rapidly towards the Ebola Virus Disease in 2014, currently, it should consider improving its systems that will have important contribution in fighting the disease in event of another outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease in future. Desirable habits like washing of hands should be continual to avert the instances of contracting other infectious diseases like diarrhea. 
Conclusion
The Ebola outbreak in Lagos was the most fatal outbreaks in the history of Nigeria. However, Nigeria government implemented public health measures that had a significant effect in ensuring that the disease was forestalled from spreading in the country. Nigeria was then declared Ebola free by World Health Organization in a period of less than two months while other West Africa countries were still grappling to mitigate the disease. The lesson learnt concerning the approach of Nigeria to respond to the Ebola virus disease outbreak is that it is vital to collaborate and employ early intervention measures to ensure that fatal diseases are managed and mitigated in time. 
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